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Brisbane, 7 November 2005

Mr Bob Debus, MP

Attorney General, Minister for Environment
Level 36, Governor Macquarie Tower

1 Farrer Place, SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Minister Debus,

We refer to Mr Stuart Cohen's statement in "Kosciuszko Today" - winter 2005
issue - NPWS. We are of the understanding that Mr Cohen is a senior public
affairs officer in your Department and, as such, represents the views of the
Department.

First, we need to emphasise that by downgrading Sir Strzelecki's achievement Mr
Cohen is implying that Strzelecki's contribution to Australian science is nothing
more than a walk from the chairlift to the summit. This implication is neither true
nor fair.

Sir Paul Edmund Strzelecki established that Mt Kosciuszko was the highest
mountain of the Australian continent at a time when the indigenous people of
Australia were unaware of such a notion. As a professional scientist, Strzelecki
assembled all the available information regarding the toponymy of the Main
Range of the Snowy Mountains. His two Aboriginal guides assisted him in this
task. The only Aboriginal name which Strzelecki discovered was “Munyang”, a
reference to the Snowy Mountains. This discovery is consistent with other
explorers' research.

The indigenous people have never claimed that an Aboriginal name for Mt
Kosciuszko had existed in the past. Apparently, there was no need to have a
reference point for a mountain with very limited food (the Bogong Moth) supplies
and the appearance of a hill. This is even more so given that there was abundant
food on the nearby imposing and eye-catching peaks like Mt Townsend and
Ramshead, which were mountains favoured by Aborigines.






